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CNIPA Publishes 2021 China Patent Survey Report

Recently, China National Intellectual Property Administration published the 2021 China Patent Survey Report 
(hereinafter the “Report”). According to statistics in the Report, currently patent transfer and transformation in China 
stays active, industrialization rate of valid invention patents keeps on rising, industry-university- research cooperation 
realized an obvious innovative effect, and protection for IP rights in China presents steady and healthy development.

1. The industrialization rate of valid invention patents in China keeps on rising.

In 2021, the industrialization rate of invention patents in China reached 35.4% at the annual growth rate of 0.7%. 
Said rate kept on rising in the past three years and ranged over 30% in the past five years. In terms of the innovation 
entities, the industrialization rate of valid invention patents of enterprises reached 46.8% at the annual growth rate 
of 1.9%. In terms of the enterprise scale, the industrialization rates of invention patents of large, medium and small 
enterprises were 47.1%, 54.6% and 47.7% respectively, all accomplishing increases to some extent with respect to the 
preceding year.

In addition, statistics show that the licensing rate of invention patents in China reached 10.4% at the annual 
growth rate of 2.5%, and 3.4% with respect to the rate of 2017. On the whole the patent licensing rate in China kept 
on rising from 2018 to 2021.
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2. Protection for IP rights in China presents steady and healthy development.

In 2021, 76.4% of Chinese enterprises took enforcement actions after they encountered infringement upon 
their patent rights, at an annual growth rate of 2.5%, which delivered stronger and more active responses to patent 
infringement. Among the patent infringement lawsuits in China, 16.3% were concluded by compensation of over 
1,000,000 RMB for the infringement through the courts’ judgments, mediation or settlement, reaching an annual 
growth rate of 9.0%. Such figure indicates greater costs on the infringing parties’ side for their infringement in China.
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Two-way Growth Accomplished in the Patent Portfolios by and between China and the Belt and Road 
Countries in 2021

According to the latest IP statistical report released by China National Intellectual Property Administration 
recently, in the year 2021, the volumes of patent applications published and granted to Chinese enterprises in the Belt 
and Road countries, and the volumes of patent applications published and granted to enterprises from the Belt and 
Road countries in China, all accomplished growths at different levels, representing a two-way increase in the patent 
portfolios by and between the two sides.

Besides, more Chinese enterprises are facing IP disputes overseas. In 2021, 3% of Chinese enterprises 
encountered IP disputes overseas, almost four times the percentage in the preceding year. Also, 71.8% of the overseas 
IP disputes occurred within the manufacturing industry. IP rights are becoming the focus in international trade frictions 
and industrial chain competition.

(Source: China National Intellectual Property Administration)
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Specifically, patent portfolios by and between China and the Belt and Road countries in the year 2021 are 
featured by:

1. RCEP (i.e. the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership) members are the main destinations for the 
Chinese enterprises’ patent portfolios in the Belt and Road countries.



Page 6 

Patent

2. Cooperation supported by emerging technologies assist in the high-quality building of the “Belt and Road” 
Initiative.

In the year 2021, statistics on the volume of patent applications filed by Chinese enterprises in the Belt and 
Road countries reveal digital communications as the Top 1 technical field by 2,073 applications, which is followed by 
computer technology at 1,447 applications; and the subtotal of said two areas accounts for 40.9% of the total volume 
of applications. Among the Top 10 technical fields for published patent applications, significant growths are found in 
furniture and games, biotechnology, computer technology and audio and video technology, the annual growth rates of 
which all exceeded 50%.

In terms of the patents granted in the Belt and Road countries, digital communications is also Top 1 by the 
volume of 884 among all technical fields, while computer technology and electrical machines and installations 
follow as top 2 and top 3 by the volumes 535 and 298 respectively. A look into the annual growth rate further reveals 
significant growths in technical fields including audio and video technology (45.5%), digital communications (43.5%), 
other consumer goods (29.2%), semiconductor (26.1%) and computer technology (16.8%).
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3. The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area takes an advantageous position in the “Belt and Road” 
patent portfolios. 
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(Source: China National Intellectual Property Administration)

(Source: China National Intellectual Property Administration)

CNIPA Publishes KEY IP5 STATISTICAL INDICATORS 2021

CNIPA: Statistics on Patents (January to June 2022)

Compared with the same period of 2021:
The number of granted invention patents increased by 54,200 at the growth rate of 16.02%; the number of 

granted utility model patents increased by 146,200 at the growth rate of 11.01%; while the number of granted design 
patents decreased by 10,200 at the reduction rate of 2.6%.
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As of June 30, the total numbers of valid invention patents and valid design patents are 3905779 and 2747407 
respectively. The total number of valid patents of all three types exceeds 15,000,000, and the total number of valid 
utility model patents exceeds 10,000,000.
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CNIPA: Statistics on Trademarks (January to June 2022)

(Data Source: China National Intellectual Property Administration)

Trademark
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(Data Source: China National Intellectual Property Administration)


