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Statistics Reveal that China’s Strengthening Its Patent Reserves in the Emerging Technologies

According to the latest statistics, by the end of June 2022, the Top 3 technical fields with the largest numbers of 
valid invention patents in China are computer technology, measurement and digital communication, accounting for 
9.4%, 7.6% and 6.8% of the total respectively. The Top 3 technical fields with the highest growth rates are information 
technology management method, computer technology and medical technology, reaching the annual growth rates at 
78.5%, 32.3% and 27.1% respectively.

Also, according to Director of the Office of Strategic Planning of China’s National Intellectual Property Office, 
by the end of 2021, the number of valid invention patents within the core industries of China’s digital economy 
reached 977,000, equaling to 2.8 times the number in the year 2016, and accounting for 35.2% of the current total 
number of valid invention patents in China.

China has been presenting a healthy development in its core industries of digital economy. Taking artificial 
intelligence as an example, in 2021, the number of AI-related invention patents granted to Chinese applicants at 
the world’s Key IP5 (i.e. the intellectual property offices of P.R. China, the US, the EPC states, Japan and Republic 
of Korea) reached 57,000, which equaled to 5.1 times the number in the year 2016 and reached an average annual 
growth rate at 38.5% since 2016. In addition, according to the recent report published by the German Patent and 
Trademark Office, in digitization-related technical fields such as digital communication, the number of published 
patent applications filed by Chinese applicants in Germany in 2021 presented a remarkable increase with respect to 
the number in 2020, consolidating China’s leading position in that respect.

(Source: China Intellectual Property News)

CNIPA Publishes Data on Patent Exploitation License Contracts

On July 27, the Office of the China National Intellectual Property Administration ("CNIPA") issued the Circular 
on Publishing Data on Patent Exploitation License Contracts Filed in 2021 and the Past Five Years (the "Circular").

The Circular publishes the relevant data on patent license fees for 2021 and from 2017 to 2021, requiring further 
promotion and use of data to provide data reference for intellectual property licensing, evaluation and pricing in 
transactions, and determination of the amount of infringement compensation. The attached "Statistical Data on Patent 
Exploitation License in 2021" collects key information such as payment method, transaction amount, and commission 
rate specified in the contracts, including a total of 4,271 contracts, involving 16,125 patents. It covers national 
economic industries such as manufacturing, scientific research and technical services, and construction. Taking the 
manufacturing as an example, the total number of contracts is 1,623, the average license period is 3.8 years, and the 
average annual contract value is CNY 779,000.

(Source: China National Intellectual Property Administration)
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CNIPA Publishes China Intellectual Property Statistical Yearbook 2021

Recently, the CNIPA’s Strategy and Development Planning Department published through the CNIPA’s official 
website the China Intellectual Property Statistical Yearbook 2021 (hereinafter the “Yearbook”). The Yearbook 
includes statistical data of patents, trademarks, geographic indications, and integrated circuit layout designs in 2021, 
as well as the related historic statistics. The Yearbook can function as an essential reference for understanding and 
decoding the development of intellectual property business, the ability of creation and innovation in provinces, regions 
and technological fields, and the status of non-resident patent distribution, as well as for forecasting the evolution of 
science and technology in China.

We extract some of the statistical data and analytical content from the Yearbook and provide them below for our 
readers’ kind reference.

Part I: Statistics on Patent Applications

1-1 Patent Applications, Patent Grants and Patents in Force of 
Three Kinds Originated from Home and Abroad (2021)

*Statistics on patents in force refer to the number of patents which are still in force at the time of data collection, 
which include patents for invention, utility model and industrial design. Unlike the number of patent applications or 
grants, the number of patents in force is not flowing data but stocking data.
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Note: In the first section, statistics for 2016 and before refer to those of received patent filings, while statistics for 
2017 and after refer to those of patent applications.

1-2 Annual Patent Applications of Three Kinds Originated from Home and Abroad
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Part II: Statistics on Patent Grants

2-1 Annual Patent Grants of Three Kinds Originated from Home and Abroad
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Part III: Statistics on Patents in Force
3-1 Patents in Force of Three Kinds Originated from Home and Abroad

Note: Statistics on patents in force refer to the number of patents which are still in force and valid at the time of 
data collection, which include patents for invention, utility model and industrial design. Unlike the number of patent 
applications or grants, the number of patents in force is not flowing data but stocking data.
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Part VII: Statistics on Trademark Applications, Registrations and Trademarks in Force

7-1 Annual Trademark Applications and Registration Originated from Home and Abroad

(Source: CNIPA’s official website)


