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The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) recently released its annual data on the number of

applications filed in the international intellectual property system.
WIPO Data: Highlights of WIPO's International IP Application Data (PCT Patent Section)

Global PCT patent filings fell for the first time in 14 years and China’s PCT patent filings fell for the first
time in 21 years.

The total number of PCT filings amounted to 272,600 in 2023, a 1.8% decline from the year before. In 2023, China
continued to be the top origin of PCT applications filed with 69,610 - a small decrease of 0.6% from the previous
year. This is the first year-on-year decrease from China since 2002. The US came in second with 55,678 applications,
which represents a 5.3% drop on 2022. Japan followed with 48,879 applications (—2.9%). The Republic of Korea and
Germany rounded out the top five, with 22,288 applications and 16,916 applications respectively. The Republic of
Korea saw 1.2% growth in 2023, while Germany experienced a 3.2% decline.

Among the top 15 countries, India (+44.6%) and Tiirkiye (+8.5%) saw the fastest growth in PCT filings in 2023. In
2023, Indian innovators filed 44.6% more PCT applications than the previous year, following a 25.9% growth the year
earlier as India’s innovation ecosystem strengthens and expands. The Netherlands (+5.8%), France (+2%) and the

Republic of Korea (+1.2%) are the only other countries with growth in filings in 2023.

Annex 1: International patent applications by origin (PCT System)
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Chinese telecoms giant Huawei Technologies remained by far the top filer with 6,494 published PCT applications in
2023. Samsung Electronics of the Republic of Korea came in second (3,924 applications), followed by Qualcomm of
the US (3,410), Mitsubishi Electric of Japan (2,152) and BOE Technology of China (1,988). Contemporary Amperex
Technology of China marked the fastest growth among the top 10 applicants, with an additional 1,533 published
applications in 2023, moving up 84 positions to eighth place. In contrast, the top applicant, Huawei Technologies, had

1,195 fewer published applications in 2023 compared to the previous year.

Annex 2: Top PCT applicants
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In the education sector, the University of California (USA) remained the top applicant with 531 published PCT
applications in 2023. Suzhou University (China) came in second (332 applications) followed by the University of
Texas System (US, 217), Tsinghua University (China, 209) and Leland Stanford Junior University (USA, 180).
Tsinghua University witnessed the sharpest increase among the top five educational institutions, with an additional 35

published PCT applications.
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208 124 University of Pitisburgh us T 102
305 -81 Jiangnan University China 128 a8
an -60 Nanyang Technological Urniversity Singapore 119 ar
33 109 Jiangsu University of Sdence and Technology China T 95
330 42 Catholic University Repubilic of Korea &0 an
336 7 University of Pennsyhvania us &7 8o
336 -60 University of Afizona us 108 8o
M5 -0 Harvard University us 82 ar
356 ] Kyoto University Japan T2 85
356 55 Peking University China T2 85
365 -16 Columbia University us 85 B3
ara -52 Comell University us a0 80
ara -18 University of Washington us 82 &80
385 -B University of Colorado us T )
386 L] Bun Yat-Sen University China &7 T8
304 326 Yale University us 40 7
304 -0 Northwestern University us 05 7
422 -58 Duke Uiniversity us &2 T
431 -45 Dalian University of Te chnology China i} 70
450 na Guangzhou Institute: of Technology China - 65
464 147 Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation us 48 &4
473 48 Arizona Board of Regents, Ading For and on Behalf of Arizona State University us 57 &2
473 25 Purdue Univer sity us &1 &3
481 58 Kyungpook Mational University Republic of Korea 55 &2
481 -145 Shanghai Jiactong Univeristy China 88 &2
480 132 National University Corporation Tokai Mational Higher Education and Research System Japan 47 &1
480 ] Tel Awiv University lsrael 53 &1
Netherlands
480 223 Dedft University of Technology (Kingdom of the) 41 &1
408 ] University of Massachuseits us 52 &0

WIPO Data: Highlights of WIPQO's International IP Application Data (Industrial Design
Section)

Chinese applicants drive global Hague design applications to record high.

In 2023, the number of designs included in international applications under WIPO's Hague System reached a
record, totaling 25,343, reflecting a modest increase of 1% and marking three successive years of growth. Germany
remained the top user of the international design system with 4,517 designs, followed by China (3,758), the US
(2,668), Switzerland (2,196), and Italy (1,817). Among the top ten countries, China (+46.9%) and Tiirkiye (+45.7%)
experienced double-digit growth in 2023. The US (+9.2%), Japan (+6.9%) and France (+4.7%) also reported strong
growth in 2023.
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Annex 7: International industrial designs by origin (Hague System) (designs contained in
applications)

- Applications Designs
Origin
2022 2023 2022 2023
Total 7,978 B.565 25,085 25,343
Germany 869 a03 4,910 4517
China 1,287 1,813 2,558 3,758
United States of America 756 T44 2,443 2,668
Switzerland 652 712 2,188 2,196
Italy 575 470 2,420 1.817
France 649 688 1,484 1,554
Republic of Korea 817 825 1,346 1,240
Japan 437 466 936 1,001
United Kingdom 233 240 1,032 841
Turkiye 155 173 505 736
Metherlands (Kingdom of the) 223 235 975 720
Denmark 155 136 447 461
Austria 66 58 297 348
Belgium 112 105 262 345
Sweden 140 112 408 277
Malta 9 1 140 263
Poland 61 58 323 258
Greece 10 17 419 253
Spain 96 95 2 235
Canada 70 93 130 216
Norway 52 69 141 209
Finland 36 58 109 151
Israel 74 67 177 138
Ukraine 31 40 39 126
Cyprus 11 25 117 124
Czech Republic 22 17 142 99
Russian Federation 52 51 100 73
Portugal 43 16 69 63
Singapore 3 39 57 63
Bosnia and Herzegovina 1 9 1 54
Bulgaria 12 19 34 51
Ireland 11 16 36 41
Slovenia 27 19 61 34
Brazil 1 28 1 33
Luxembourg 27 9 81 21
Australia 6 13 T 20
Georgia 2 3 7 19
Hungary 11 7 24 19
Morocco 1 3 18 18
Estonia 12 8 23 17
Liechtenstein 8 4 37 17
Republic of Moldova 3 2 14 15
Serbia 8 9 10 15
Croatia 32 8 61 14
United Arab Emirates 0 2 0 14
Lithuania 9 T 17 9
Viet Nam 11 B8 18 9
Latvia 8 8 12 a8
Romania 3 6 10 a8
Slovakia 5] 3 14 T
Morth Macedonia 2 5 8 5
Belarus 1 4 2 4
Mexico 3 4 3 4
Thailand 0 2 0 4
Algeria 0 3 0 3
Chile 1 1 1 3
Egypt 1 3 1 3
Monaco 2 3 2 3
India 0 2 0 2
Cameropon 0 1 0 1
lceland 0 1 0 1
Kyrgyzstan 0 1 0 1
Lebanon 0 1 0 1
Oman 3 1 5 1
South Africa 4 1 4 1
Syrian Arab Republic 0 1 0 1
Uruguay 0 1 0 1
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 1 0 1 0
Malaysia 2 0 5 0
Mongolia 1 0 1 0
Micaragua 1 0 2 0
Nigeria 1 0 1 0
Panama 3 0 9 0
San Marino 3 0 3 0
Seychelles 2 0 68 0
Unknown 24 3 32 11
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Samsung Electronics of the Republic of Korea moved into the top filing position with 544 designs in published
applications, surpassing Procter & Gamble (525 designs), a US-based company that previously held the top position.
LG Electronics of the Republic of Korea and Porsche AG of Germany, each with 352 designs, jointly held the third
position, followed by Xiaomi Mobile Software of China with 315 designs.

Porsche AG, Hermes Sellier of France, Triple A Finance of Germany, and Alfred Karcher of Germany, all saw
substantial increases in the number of designs included in their applications in 2023 compared to 2022, with increases
of 235, 179, 175, and 142 designs respectively.

(Source: WIPO)

Trademark

WIPO Data: Highlights of WIPO's International IP Application Data (Madrid Trademark
Section)

The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) recently released its annual data on the number of applications
filed in the international intellectual property system.

China’s Madrid trademark applications bucked the trend and maintained growth.

The total number of international trademarks applications filed under WIPO’s Madrid System in 2023 amounted
to 64,200, which is 7% fewer than the previous year. US-based applicants (10,987) filed the largest number of
international trademark applications, followed by those located in Germany (6,613), China (5,473), France (4,267)
and the United Kingdom (3,817).

Annex 5: International trademark applications by origin (Madrid System)

2023 2023

Origin 2022 Estimate Origin 2022 Estmate
Total 69,022 64,200 Total 69,022 64,200
United States of America 12456 10,987 Chile 16 48
Germany 7690 6,613 Armenia 36 47
China 5,082 5.473 Georgia 23 44
France 4394 4,267 Morth Macedonia 49 42
United Kingdom 4,194 3.817 lceland 40 33
Switzerland 3.7560 3.284 Bosnia and Herzegovina 27 32
Japan 3117 2,846 Uzbekistan 57 32
Italy 2839 2,728 Pakistan 13 26
Republic of Korea 203 2,090 Albania 5 25
Australia 2342 2,016 Azerbaijan 17 17
Tirkiye 2385 1,700 Tunisia 12 12
Netherlands (Kingdom of the) 1.805 1,609 Bermuda 17 9
Spain 1577 1,592 Cambodia 4 9
Russian Federation 1438 1,564 Mauritius 5 8
Singapore 877 953 Mongolia 11 8
Sweden 1158 948 Saint Kitts and Nevis 2 7
Austria 1108 889 Angola 2 [}
Canada 920 867 Tajikistan 7 6
Belgium 743 704 San Marino 9 5
Denmark 730 680 Antigua and Barbuda 1 4
Poland 443 572 Cuba 3 4
New Zealand 474 471 Democratic People's Republic of Korea T 4
India 441 448 Saudi Arabia 0 4
Israel 418 403 Bahamas 7 3
Finland 437 377 Bahrain 4 3
Ukraine 302 365 Dominican Republic 0 3
Luxembourg 359 333 Sudan 0 3
Portugal 261 298 Trinidad and Tobago 7 3
Czech Republic 2 297 Turkmenistan 1 3
Norway 374 292 Zambia 0 3
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Cyprus 261 287 Algeria 7 2
Bulgaria 327 284 Congo 0 2
Serbia 208 284 Kenya 1 2
Hungary 237 260 Kyrgyzstan 9 2
Ireland 288 253 Lao People's Democratic Republic 0 2
Viet Nam 176 gl Madagascar 1 2
Slovenia 224 209 Namibia 1 2
Brazil 157 205 Oman 12 2
Croatia 221 178 Panama 3 2
United Arab Emirates 115 138 Seychelles 3 2
Greece 101 137 Sint Maarten (Dutch Part) 0 2
Malaysia 154 137 Syrian Arab Republic 5 2
Belarus 157 133 Afghanistan 0 1
Lithuania 118 126 Barbados 3 1
Romania 117 108 Belize 4 1
Mexico 91 102 Benin 0 1
Thailand 66 102 Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba 0 1
Estonia 123 98 Brunei Darussalam 0 1
Indonesia 93 98 Cabo Verde 0 1
Malta 78 95 Curacao 9 1
Kazakhstan 11 94 Jamaica 0 1
Colombia 125 92 Montenegro 3 1
Slovakia 62 83 Mozambique 1 1
Eqgypt 68 7 Myanmar 1 1
Morocco a8 65 Paraguay 0 1
Liechtenstein 74 G4 Peru 0 1
Latvia 92 63 Rwanda 0 1
Monaco 47 62 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 0 1
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 46 53 Senegal 2 1
Republic of Moldova 72 50 Sri Lanka 0 1
Philippines 60 49 Andorra 12 0
Bangladesh 1 0

1 0

3 0

1 0

3 0

1 0

1 0

2 0

2 0

1 0

1 0

Democratic Republic of the Congo
Ghana

Kuwait

Lebanon

Libya
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Marshall Islands

Catar

Saint Lucia
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L’Oréal of France, with 199 Madrid applications, remained the top filer for the third year running in 2023. BMW

AG (124 applications) of Germany moved up 33 places to become the second top filer, followed by Bulgaria’s Euro
Games Technology (118), Germany’s Boehringer Ingelheim International GMBH (110) and Novartis AG (110) of

Switzerland.

Berlin-Chemie AG of Germany filed 104 more applications in 2023 than in 2022, elevating it to the 6th largest

applicant. BMW AG (+85 applications) Boehringer Ingelheim International GMBH (+56) and Stokomani of France

(+56) also saw considerable increase in filings between 2022 and 2023.

(Source: WIPO)



